Principles To Live By – December, 2001

     ( JESUS INC. )

Hello! This time of year is both enjoyable and burdensome to most people. Enjoyable because we celebrate the birth of Christ with our loved ones. Burdensome because of our preoccupation with gift-buying, travel, unrealistic expectations, etc. Our life should flow with the Holy Spirit’s peace and guidance. It’s not too late to make a change in your life.  Especially in how you celebrate the coming of your Savior into this world. 

Consider placing yourself, your expectations and your money before the Lord. Ask Him to sort out priorities, schedules and things for the Christmas season. The Lord just might show you some things that would make your life and the Christmas season refreshing and full of hope and comfort.

For example, instead of a focus on gift-giving, you might focus on giving of yourself. This might occur through listening, serving, nurturing, encouraging, strengthening, etc., to others. You might even spend time with total strangers whom the Lord places in your path. This process involves dying to the self and surrendering to the Holy Spirit. In doing so, you and others will be abundantly blessed. Your new year will begin from a fresh experience in serving God rather than self. Try it. It is risky but worth the effort.

This newsletter is devoted to encourage you by listing some of God’s blessings to His people. Namely, to those who are ‘Born Again’ believers in Jesus Christ. Who are ‘Doers’ of His Word. People who know and do the will of their Father in heaven.

Belief — For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him. ( John 3:16-18, & 36 )

Obedience — If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.  ( John 14:15-21 )

Discipline — Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD, the man you teach from your law; you grant him relief from days of trouble, till a pit is dug for the wicked. For the LORD will not reject his people; he will never forsake his inheritance.  ( Psalm 94: 12-14 )

Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.  ( Hebrews 12: 10-11 )

Waiting — Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes. Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret--it leads only to evil. For evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land.  

 ( Psalm 37:7-9 )

Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! I say to myself, "The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him." The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. ( Isaiah 30:18 & Lamentations 3:24-26 )

Therefore wait for me," declares the LORD, "for the day I will stand up to testify. I have decided to assemble the nations, to gather the kingdoms and to pour out my wrath on them--all my fierce anger. The whole world will be consumed by the fire of my jealous anger." Then will I purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and serve him shoulder to shoulder.  ( Zephaniah 3:8-9 )

It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."  ( Luke 12:37-40 )

Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  ( Romans 8:23-25 )

Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.  ( I Corinthians 1:7-9 )

...and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.  but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.  ( I Thessalonians 1:10 & Jude 1:21 & Isaiah 40:31 )

Protection — God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. ( Psalm 46:1-3 )

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.  ( Psalm 18:2-3 )

Enemies — When a man's ways are pleasing to the LORD, he makes even his enemies live at peace with him. Rather, worship the LORD your God; it is he who will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies. ( Proverbs 16:7 & II Kings 17:39 )

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us--to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  ( Luke 1:69-75 )

Charity — Blessed is he who has regard for the weak; the LORD delivers him in times of trouble. The LORD will protect him and preserve his life; he will bless him in the land and not surrender him to the desire of his foes. The LORD will sustain him on his sickbed and restore him from his bed of illness.  

( Psalm 41:1-3 )

Children —  Sons are a heritage from the LORD children a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands of a warrior are sons born in one's youth. Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. They will not be put to shame when they contend with their enemies in the gate. Children's children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children. ( Psalm 127:3-6 & Proverbs 17:6 )

Joy — The ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

( Isaiah 51:11 )

Ask — So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. In that day you will no longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.

Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.  I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father." Then Jesus' disciples said, "Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God. ( John 16:22-30 )

Death — Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  ( Psalm 23:4-6 )

…he will swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has spoken. In that day they will say, "Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.  ( Isaiah 25:8-9 )

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  ( Romans  8:38-39 )

Eternal Life — I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  ( John 6:47-51 )

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world. (John 11:25-27)

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.  ( I John 5:11-13 )

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  ( John 6:39-40 )

We pray, Come Lord Jesus! Let Your Kingdom rule in our hearts. That we would be doers of Your Word and known for our love of Christ, to thy glory. In Jesus name. Amen.

God bless all of you. You are so precious that He gave His only Son to bear your sins so that you might have eternal life with the Father. Will you now live your life for Him? 
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